
St. Charles Parent Council Meeting 
February 24, 2020 

 
In attendance:  Melissa Toledo, Jacqueline Dyck, Kim Yellowknee, Dawn Mcleay, Violet Hejnar, Karolyn 
Wigelsworth, Amanda Garcia, Paula McKay, Tina Rites, Melissa Giacobbo, Amanda Hansen, Laura 
Corbett, Miranda Menard, Lisa Holts, Susanna Nigro, Sonja Willier. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:36pm 
Opening Prayer: Suzanna Nigro 
Opening Acknowledgment of Treaty 6 Land:  Sonja Willier 

 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting by Violet Hejnar. Second by Jacqueline Dyck.  Motion 
Passed. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   

 
Cancellation of January Meeting/ Upcoming Meeting Date Changes: 
Unfortunately we were forced to cancel our January Meeting because most of our Executive positions 
were unable to attend the meeting.  We scheduled this February meeting to make up for the missed 
meeting.   
  
Executive Update/School Council Membership Recruitment:   
We have received written resignation from both Debbie Tsang (President of Parent Society), and Richard 
Kaiser (Vice President of Parent Council) on February 12, 2020. According to our current Bylaws, we can 
continue the rest of the year with our current Executive members because there are less than 6 months 
remaining in the school year.  
 
Jacqueline Dyck motions to continue running our Parent Council without a Vice President for the 
remainder of the school year.  Violet Hejnar, President, will ensure she is at all of the remaining 
meetings to represent the Executive.  Second by Kim Yellowknee.  Motion Passed.  
 
At our AGM in September, we will need to elect several new members to our Executive for both our Parent 
Council and Parent Society. 
 
The following positions will either be vacant or the two-year term is up for the current Executive member. 
 
Parent Council Vice President    Parent Society President 
Parent Society Vice President    Parent Society Secretary 
Parent Society Treasurer     Casino Chair 
 
Please consider volunteering for one of these very important positions in the new school year. 
 
Bylaws/Alberta School Council’s Association Workshops: 
It has come to our attention that our Bylaws are in need of updating and revising.  We currently operate 
our Parent Council and Parent Society almost as one unit, however, the intention is that they should 
operate separate from each other.  Violet Hejnar has reached out to someone from Albert School 
Council’s Association for advice on how to proceed and will be arranging to have some information 
sessions scheduled for parents and Council members to attend.  After we get more information, we can go 
through the process of making the necessary changes to our Bylaws and the way we conduct business as 
a Council and Society.  In the mean time, we will continue to run as we are with a few minor changes.  
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 6 Camp Fundraising (Current Grade 5 Students): 
There was discussion about how the Grade 6 Camp should be funded. Historically, Parent Council has 
paid most of the cost of the trip, having families pay roughly $50 per student.  In the last year and a half, 
some parents have expressed that they feel it is unfair to spend so much on a single grade for a single 
field trip.  Other parents feel that it is ok, since all students eventually get to Grade 6 and they would also 
get the benefit of the funding support at that time.  Also, field trips for younger students typically cost less 
anyway, so there isn’t really a need to increase funding for the younger grades.   
 
Last year, we agreed to fund less of the trip, passing on more of the cost to families, however, the school 
administration ended up filling in the gap so families still only paid $50 per student.  We do not have the 
cost estimate yet for the upcoming camp, and would like to have that before we make any decision on how 
much money Parent Council is willing to put towards this field trip.  School Administration will have the 
cost estimate for the Grade 6 camp for the next meeting so it can be discussed.   
 
Discussion continued about ways Grade 5 parents could fundraise to raise money to reduce their cost for 
the Grade 6 Field Trip.  Bottle Drives, or other fundraising options were discussed.  However, Grade 5 
parents at the meeting felt that it should not be up to Parent Council to dictate how parents fundraise for 
this trip, instead, it should be up to those specific parents to decide for themselves.  It was decided that 
Parent Council will only decide how much money they are willing to provide to help fund the trip once we 
have an estimate of the total costs. It would then be up to Teachers and Parents to discuss how the 
money is raised for the remainder of the costs.  Grade 6 teachers will plan to have the Camp Planning 
meeting with the current Grade 5 Parents in May instead of September to allow for the discussion of costs 
and options for fundraising if parents decide it is something they want to do to lower their costs. 
 
General Fundraising: 
We have not received our Casino funds from our Casino in the fall yet, but it should be arriving soon. 
There was discussion about ways to increase our General Account Funds, which can be used for school 
activities, fun days, pancakes, water fountains, etc.  Fundraising ideas included Value Village Donation 
Fundraiser, Epicure, Boston Pizza, and FlipGive.   
 
We are currently still using FlipGive, and will continue this fundraiser.  We have requested a cheque for 
$1200 from FlipGive for the amount raised so far.   
 
Kim Yellowknee presented Epicure and it seems like another good option for fundraising.  They give 40% 
back on sales of meal plan kits that range from $20-$25 each.   
 
Karolyn Wigelsworth presented a Value Village fundraiser idea at our last meeting.  They offer a fundraiser 
where you can collect used items from school families, and take them into Value Village.  They weigh all of 
the donations and pay for the donated items.  They pay 20 cents/lb for Clothing and Shoes. 10 cents/lb for 
toys and games, Books 2 cents/lb, and 5 cents/lb for larger items.  We would like to run this fundraiser 
after spring break.  We will plan to send out information to parents and a request for donations before 
Spring Break.  Once we have a drop off day and time set, we will send out a request for volunteers to help 
move the donations from the school to Value Village. 
 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION REPORT: Sonja Willier 
 
ECSD District Initiative: 
Sonja Willier presented information about the ECSD District Initiative for effective utilization of space within 
the Division.  There are some changes coming to Elementary and Junior High schools in our area, which 
will result in changing boundaries.  This will have an impact on St. Charles School.  We will likely benefit 
from increased enrollment as the boundaries begin to change.  There was no discussion about changes to 
help with the limited capacity for High School in North Edmonton.  For details on all the proposed changes, 
see the ECSD website. 

 
 



School Achievement – Grade 4 Exams:  
The ECSD has identified a flaw in the Provincial Testing, and has come up with a solution that they feel 
will be beneficial to students.  Currently, the results for the PATs completed in Grade 6 typically don’t 
come back until those students are in Grade 7 and often moved into another school. So those results are 
often used to make changes for the next round of Grade 6 students, who might actually have different 
challenges than those before them.   
 
The ECSD has implemented their own form of standard tests focusing on literacy and numeracy, similar to 
the PATs, however they are to be used in Grades 2, 4 and 8.  This will ensure that schools can use the 
testing results to identify challenges for students, and will have the ability to actually help those specific 
students to succeed based on those results in the next school year.  When you test in Grade 4, those 
students will still be in the same school for another two years and can actually see the benefits of changes 
made based on the results.  At St. Charles, we have a number of staff members who have been a part of 
the development of these district exams, including Mrs. Nigro, Mr, Delcioppo, and Mrs. McLachlan. 

 
Power Teacher Pro feedback: 
Parents were asked for feedback on the PowerTeacher Pro on Powershool.  Everyone had positive 
feedback.  Parents would prefer to have actual marks or percentages, but that is not how they evaluate at 
the elementary level.  Parents also requested to have more detailed specific feedback about their child.   

 
Budget Update: 
Budget will come out later this week from the Albert Government.  The ECSD is expecting a shortfall and 
is budgeting accordingly.  In the last year, we have cut back on non-essential items to save money.  We 
have also stopped funding professional development outside of the Edmonton Area.  At St. Charles, we 
have not cut our staff or teachers.  Our goal is to provide the best for our students, while working within 
our budget. 
 
School Newsletter: 
Discussion about the current school newsletter format and request for feedback on what works and what 
doesn’t.  Parents discussed options like weekly memos, individual swift messages, and monthly 
newsletter.   
 
Violet Hejnar motions that the School Administration send out weekly memos on Wednesdays or 
Thursdays each week with the details of the coming week, and a short look ahead of events to 
come.  Also, the School Administration will send out the monthly calendar at least week ahead of 
the coming month.  Second by Amanda Garcia. Motion Passed.   
 
Skiing/Skating: 
Thanks to Parent Council for providing funds for the Skiing and Skating Field trips for the students.  
Everyone had fun.  The Grade 3&4 Classes will be going on their last ski day on March 3rd.   
 
Faith Development Day: 
Due to Budget shortfalls, the ECSD is changing the format for Faith Development Day for staff and 
teachers to ensure cost effectiveness, while continuing with the tradition.  Cost saving measures include a 
change in venue, and format for the event.   
 
Shrove Tuesday: 
Thanks to Karolyn Wigelsworth and Melissa Giacobbo for arranging to have pancakes brought from 
McDonalds for the whole school on Shrove Tuesday.  Thanks to Parent Council for providing the funds to 
pay for the Pancakes.  A special thanks to the St. Charles Knights of Columbus for their donation of $200 
toward our pancake breakfast.  We will all be able to eat together in the gym as a family, and Father Mark 
from St. Charles Parish will be joining us.  Thanks to the many volunteers who have offered their time to 
help with set up, distribution of food, and cleanup. 
 
 



 
Dance Residency: 
We are excited to bring in DANCEPL3Y for our dance residency this year from March 30th - April 3rd.  This 
will be similar to our Zumba Residency in previous years, but with a focus on other dance movements.  
The cost for this residency was included in our school fees.  Parents will be welcome to join us for an 
assembly to share what the students have learned at the end of the week.  
 
Student Faith Day: 
We are excited to welcome Pure Witness Retreats for our Student Faith Day this year on March 4th.  It will 
be a one-day residency that includes school wide assemblies and smaller group workshops celebrating 
our Catholic Faith.  To cut costs, we have booked this residency along with 3 other schools in the area. 
Our cost is roughly $1450 for the day.  This is paid for out of the School Administration Budget. 
 
Demo of Learning/Book Fair: 
We will hold a Demo of Learning on March 18th.  The format will not include one-on-one meetings with 
teachers this time.  The focus will be on allowing students to showcase their work to their parents.  We 
held one-on-one meetings in the fall and received good feedback on that format, however many parents 
still like the Demo of Learning as well, so it was decided to do each of the formats once through the year.  
As always, feedback is welcome. 
 
We will host our School Book Fair from March 17-19.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the book 
fair this year.  Call the school if you are willing to help out. 
 
Water Fountains Fundraising: 
Thanks to our Grade 5 leaders, the students ran a hot chocolate fundraiser to raise money for the 
purchase of a new water fountain at the school.  Students raised $1500.00.  School Council has a goal to 
assist with the purchase of at lease one water fountain this year. Sonja and Violet will meet with people 
from the ECSD to get final estimates for cost of purchase and installation and once we have that 
information, we can discuss how to proceed.  Parent Council will discuss additional fundraising options to 
help with this purchase. 
 
Parent Society – School Administration Representation: 
For several years, and through various School Administration changes, our Parent Society has met after 
our Parent Council meetings.  This meeting has always been held without a representative from the 
School Administration.  The Council meeting is where School Administration can bring forward their 
requests for money, and engage in discussion with parents about their requests.  The Society meeting is 
where parents discuss and vote on money requests to Parent Council/Society from the School 
Administration.   
 
At our parent Council meeting this evening, School administration requested to have representation at our 
Society meetings.   School Administrators commented that most schools do not exclude the School 
Administration from the Society Meetings.  Parents in attendance were unsure about how to proceed and 
asked to have an opportunity to discuss it before any change is made.  This issue will be discussed at the 
Parent Society meeting. 

 
Meeting Dates: 
Our Parent Council will meet on the following dates for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year: 
March 16, 2020 
April 20, 2020 
May 25, 2020 
These dates will be posted to the newsletter.  We hope to see many parents at our meetings.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:19pm 
Next Meeting:  March 16, 2020 @ 6:30pm 


